| INTRODUCTION
Plasma cell neoplasms may have a spectrum of clinical presentation ranging from asymptomatic proliferation to single/multiple mass lesions in medullary/extramedullary sites. Extramedullary plasmacytoma (EMP) is a rare tumour of the soft tissue without the involvement of bone marrow, which most commonly affects the head and neck region and may precede multiple myeloma (MM). 1 Thyroid can rarely be a site for EMP or may be infiltrated by systemic multiple myeloma. These patients are predominantly males and are usually well beyond middle age. 2 We present a rare case of rapidly increasing thyroid mass diagnosed as plasmacytoma on cytology initially and later confirmed to be a case of MM after radiological and haematological work-up. This article also discusses the approach to Other cases may show severe degree of anaplasia and bare nuclei in the background. Anaplasia was not evident, but the numbers of bare nuclei and prominent nucleoli were significant, which caused the diagnostic dilemma. 16 In such cases with difficult morphology, the help of immunocytochemistry for CD38 and CD138 for confirmation of plasma cells along with κ and λ for stamping the clonality may prove useful. In our case, immunohistochemistry for CD138 and κ was positive in the Papanicolaou-stained cytosmears.
| CONCLUSION
EMP/plasma cell infiltration of thyroid can easily be diagnosed on FNAC; however, it has to be differentiated from plasma cell granuloma and other primary tumours of the thyroid with plasmacytoid cells. In addition, we would like to stress that plasma cells can show varied morphology with marked anaplasia in some cases and rare clinical presentations in other. There needs to an awareness of the unusual clinicomorphological spectrum to diagnose and differentiate a case of plasma cell dyscrasia involving the thyroid from primary thyroid tumours with metastasis.
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